
 
1/2 Emails from / with Adrian Visscher 

Subject: Johan van den Kornputkazerne museum 

 For the attention of, A. Brouwer 

Dear A. Brouwer, 

I live in England. My father was Dutch, spending his childhood in Giethoorn, son of Willem Visscher the 

village policeman and a local resistance leader during the 1939-1945 war. When my grandfather's resistance 

activities were uncovered he was initially imprisoned at the Johan van den Kornputkazerne Army base in 

Steenwijk by the Germans.  

On a recent visit to Holland, I had the opportunity to visit the Cellar Bar museum at Johan van den 

Kornputkazerne. I noticed a small collection of military uniforms there.  

After the war, aged about 22, my father became an army volunteer. I am guessing he probably received his 

training at Johan van den Kornputkazerne? I think in 1946 he was posted to Chichester in England to act as 

an interpreter for the Dutch soldiers being re-trained in England. (Here he met my mother). I am in 

possession of his uniform which I should like to return to Holland if I can find a suitable home for it. I 

wonder if the small museum at Johan van den Kornputkazerne might be interested. If not, I would welcome 

any other suggestions. 

Below is a photograph of the uniform.                                                                                                          

 

 

  



 
2/2 Emails from / with Adrian Visscher 

Good day Adrian Visscher, 

I read your email with great interest and also looked up the name Willem Visscher on the internet: 

In 2016, 71 years after the liberation, the Willem Visscherpad Resistance Hero 1940-1945, was unveiled by 

his two daughters. Willem Visscher was an important pivot in the resistance struggle. Help to people in 

hiding and he was the coordinator of this around Giethoorn. In this tribute, all people who were in the 

underground or who provided shelter to people in hiding are included. They were all heroes. 

 My name is Sierd Tilma from Steenwijk and during my military career I worked at the Johan van den 

Kornput barracks for 10 years (1982-1992).  

After my military service (2011) I converted the Kelderbar into a small museum. 

Many have visited this space and also during reunions at the barracks. It will be an honor to hang your 

father's uniform in the Kelderbarretje. Please include some text from you. 

By the way, I'm curious to know when you visited my cellar bar at the Kornput barracks. 

Sierd B. Tilma   

 

Hello Sierd,  

Many thanks for your email about the Kelderbarretje and for sending me an English version. I was delighted 

to receive it with news that you will be honoured to hang my father's uniform there. 

I am proud of my father, who as a young man, volunteered for the army as an Dutch/English interpreter. I 

am of course very thankful that he was posted to Chichester, England with the troops being trained to be 

sent to the Dutch Indies, because, if this had not happened he would not have met my English mother (a 

schoolteacher in Chichester) and I would not have been born!! 

As you can imagine I am also extremely proud of the role that my grandfather Willem Visscher played 

during World War 2 and personally attended the opening of the Willem Visscherpad in Giethoorn in 2016. I 

would be very interested if you have any other information about the period when the Germans used 

'Johan van den Kornput kazerne' as a prison. 

It is yet to be decided, but it is possible I may visit Holland in August. If so, I will also try to visit Steenwijk 

and bring my father's uniform with me. If this happens, I shall contact you in advance so we can make an 

arrangement for me to give you the uniform. If this does not happen, I shall then arrange to have it 

delivered to you.   

You asked me about my recent visit to the Kelderbarretje. It was while I was briefly in Holland in May 

attending a family reunion with my many Dutch cousins in Dwarsgracht. One of my cousins is a mental 

health worker who frequently visits clients at Johan van den Kornputkazerne so she was aware of the 

museum and the fact that her grandfather was once imprisoned at the barracks. (She had sent me a photo 

of the decorated memorial to the prisoners on Liberation Day). She had contacted a colleague to ask if it 

was possible to see the museum. She was told her master key would open the door! I do apologize if this 

was not allowed; I don't want to get anyone into trouble!!   

I will be in touch with you again sooner or later regarding my father's uniform. 

Best regards   

Adrian Visscher  

 

 


